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E2SSB 6552 (Sec. 101)

Washington State Board of Education

The office of the superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with one 
or more technical working groups convened for this purpose, shall develop 
curriculum frameworks for a selected list of career and technical courses that 
may be offered by high schools or skill centers whose content in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics is considered equivalent in full or 
in part to science or mathematics courses that meet high school graduation 
requirements. The content of the courses must be aligned with state essential 
academic learning requirements in mathematics as adopted by the 
superintendent of public instruction in July 2011 and the essential academic 
learning requirements in science as adopted in October 2013, and industry 
standards. The office shall submit the list of equivalent career and 
technical courses and their curriculum frameworks to the state board of 
education for review, an opportunity for public comment, and approval.
The first list of courses under this subsection must be developed and 
approved before the 2015-16 school year. Thereafter, the office may 
periodically update or revise the list of courses using the process in this 
subsection.



E2SSB 6552 (Sec. 102)

Washington State Board of Education

Beginning no later than the 2015-16 school year, a school district board 

of directors must, at a minimum, grant academic course equivalency in 

mathematics or science for a high school career and technical course 

from the list of courses approved by the state board of education under 

RCW 28A.700.070, but is not limited to the courses on the list. If the list 

of courses is revised after the 2015-16 school year, the school district board 

of directors must grant academic course equivalency based on the revised 

list beginning with the school year immediately following the revision.



Preliminary Survey Summary

Washington State Board of Education

 213 respondents so far
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Preliminary Survey Summary
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 Will the courses based on the equivalency 

frameworks help students meet academic and 

career goals?

 164 positive

 5 negative

 31 maybe or perhaps



Selected Comments
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 What are your thoughts about the challenges and 
benefits of the course equivalency frameworks?
 Challenge is to meet all of the standards in the frameworks.

 I feel as though the benefits far out-weigh the challenges.

 If done well, it will be much more engaging for students than many of 
the current courses.

 They appear to be well thought out - they look like they cover a wide 
range of standards which will require a conscientious effort to cover 
all of them.

 I really like have an approved framework with the course equivalency 
having the state stamp of approval, eliminating a lot of local 
arguments

 It has the potential of being a nightmare for the counselors to keep 
track of or know what counts for what when students transfer from 
school to school. We will need a clear way to communicate on the 
transcript if a class is counting as a dual credit and in what areas.



Selected Comments
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 What are your thoughts about the challenges and 

benefits of the course equivalency frameworks?

 I like it. But there is going to have to be huge amount of re-educating 

of counselors and college admittance personal around these 

equivalencies.

 Training teachers from both areas to meet in the middle.  Having the 

school system understand the challenges that students face that 

"don't do school" well.

 The challenges for my program are still getting schools to accept the 

equivalencies, even though we do more in-depth and useful writing 

(technical), for example, than an English class at the high school. 

…Having them secured through the state offers a form of legitimacy 

we should not need, but apparently do need.



Key Questions
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 Is there a face-value logic to the equivalencies?

 Is the structure and format of the frameworks clear 

and understandable?

 From the perspective on non-content-experts, do the 

CTE standards and the core content standards 

appear to mesh well into a single course?

 Is the course likely to help students meet both 

academic and career goals?



Resources
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 Website:  www.SBE.wa.gov

 Blog:  washingtonSBE.wordpress.com

 Facebook:  www.facebook.com/washingtonSBE

 Twitter:  www.twitter.com/wa_SBE

 Email: sbe@sbe.wa.gov

 Phone: 360-725-6025


